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After his martyrdom at the hands of the Gestapo in 1945, Dietrich Bonhoeffer continued his witness

in the hearts of Christians around the world. His Letters and Papers from Prison became a prized

testimony to Christian faith and courage, read by thousands. Now in Life Together we have Pastor

Bonhoeffer's experience of Christian community. This story of a unique fellowship in an

underground seminary during the Nazi years reads like one of Paul's letters. It gives practical advice

on how life together in Christ can be sustained in families and groups. The role of personal prayer,

worship in common, everyday work, and Christian service is treated in simple, almost biblical,

words. Life Together is bread for all who are hungry for the real life of Christian fellowship. --This

text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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I am reading 2 Timothy as I read this book and it really brings out some of the really important

elements of Christian life and the church. Both Paul and Bonhoeffer are writing from the perspective

of someone who is imprisoned, who is never sure when their life may end. If fact, both are probably

sure that life will end very soon. So when they write, they are writing what is truly on their hearts,

bringing to their reader exhortations that they hope to leave with them that will most strengthen their

faith and respective communities.This book talks about very simple things: singing together, living

together, reading together. It touches little on how to overcome politics or proper forms of

leadership. What he wants most is to make sure that, of all things, we learn how to be true brothers



and sisters, which can ONLY be done through Christ. Without him and His will, we can do nothing.

The Christocentric nature of his writing is alomost startling, yet, like Karl Barth, is essential to

understanding Bonhoeffer.I was most affected by the chapter about reading the Bible. He refers to

booklets (writeen by the Moravians in his time) that focus only on a few verses. He challenges us to

read whole chapters, whole books, of the entire Bible. This is so very true today. If we even take the

time to read the Bible, we don't take part in the great narrative of God's grace, in Israel's crossing of

the Red Sea, of thier crying out to God for help. When God rebukes them, he also rebukes

us.Perhaps some aspects of the book are somewhat anachronistic. The part about singing is a bit

opinionated. I understand his desire for true unison singing - that it captures the symbol of all God's

people joining as one in Christ.
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